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EV charge points at supermarkets increase by a third in 18 months 
-​ 5% of all UK charge points are located at supermarkets 

-​ Six in ten of all supermarket EV locations now offer high-powered charging facilities 

-​ Aldi and Sainsbury’s have seen the highest growth, with both focusing on rapid 

charging provision 

The number of electric vehicle (EV) charge points at supermarkets has increased by a third 

(34%) in the last 18 months, according to new data analysed by Zapmap and the RAC.*  

Between January 2024 and June 2025, UK supermarkets added 1,001 EV charge points at 

260 locations, with the total number of supermarket charge points now standing at 3,917. 

This represents a 34% rise on the 2,916 that were in place at the end of 2023 – meaning five 

per cent of all the UK’s 83,851 charge points are now located at supermarkets.** 

Of the total number of EV charge points installed in the last 18 months, 596 were rapid or 

ultra-rapid units. While this is less than the 655 installed in 2023, it still means almost 

six-in-10 (58% – 1,088) of all supermarket EV locations now offer higher-powered charging 

facilities.  

A greater number of supermarket sites than ever before are offering charging facilities for 

battery-electric and plug-in hybrid vehicles. Approximately 1,876 locations now provide EV 

charging, up by 16% from 1,616 at the end of 2023. This is equivalent to 14% of all 13,407 

UK supermarkets, including those without parking.*** 

The EV supermarket charging league 

In the EV supermarket charging league, Aldi tops the table for the biggest growth in chargers 

over the last 18 months, thanks to its new partnership with Shell Recharge. From 199 units 

in 2023, the supermarket chain has almost tripled the number of units at its stores to 592, 

adding 393 chargers by June 2025.  

 

While Tesco remains the largest overall charging network with 1,409 charge points across 

633 locations, the major discount grocers are making their way up the table. Both Aldi and 

Lidl overtook Morrisons in the last 18 months, with Aldi in second position and Lidl third with 

411 units at 349 locations.  



Morrisons still has the largest proportion of stores in its estate providing charging facilities 

but has seen little growth in charger provision over the period. 332 Morrisons stores offer EV 

charging out of a total 497, representing 67% of all its sites. Next in line, with a 

comparatively low 35% of stores with charging provision, is Lidl which now operates its own 

chargers following the end of its partnership with Pod, followed by Waitrose at 24% and Aldi 

at 19%.  

 

Sainsbury's has also shown significant growth over the period, having invested in its own 

Smart Charge network of ultra-rapid chargers (150kW+). It now boasts over 375 charge 

points across 105 locations, more than double the 157 units in place at 56 locations in 2023. 

Meanwhile Asda’s EV charging rollout has stalled with fewer than 2% of supermarket 

locations providing charging for its customers. 

 

Differing approaches to charging provision are evident across the sector; Morrisons (99%), 

Sainsbury’s (91%) and M&S (89%) are almost exclusively focused on providing rapid charge 

points, whilst others are taking a more mixed approach providing both rapid charging and 

low-powered options.  

 

Supermarkets to watch, with a small but growing provision are Co-op and M&S. Iceland has 

also introduced EV charging at a small number of stores for the first time ever, installing five 

devices at two supermarkets across its 900-location estate. 

 

RAC head of policy Simon Williams said: “A perceived lack of public charge points is one of 

the main reasons drivers give for not planning to get an EV next time they change their car. 

It’s therefore extremely encouraging to see so many supermarkets doing what they can to 

bust this myth by installing hundreds more charging units at locations across the UK.****  

“Iceland has entered the charging league for the first time ever, while our analysis shows 

giants like Sainsbury’s and Morrisons are focused almost exclusively on providing rapid and 

ultra-rapid charge points. These higher-powered charge points are a crucial piece of the 

puzzle, especially for drivers that either don’t want to spend long shopping, or that don’t have 

their own off-street parking space at home so have to rely on public charging. 

“We now need to see every retail chain doing what it can to maintain momentum by 

increasing the number of stores that offer EV charging. Faster installations from retailers, 

coupled with more financial incentives like the Government’s Electric Car Grant, will help 

boost the number of drivers ready to make the switch to electric motoring.”  



Zapmap founder and chief operating officer Melanie Shufflebotham said: “Supermarkets 

continue to be a very popular choice for EV drivers to charge up, especially for those without 

home charging, as our annual survey of EV driver sentiment shows. It’s great to see major 

supermarket chains continuing to invest in this area, with a significant increase in charging 

provision since our last report. We’ve long been advocates of charging when you can rather 

than when you need to, and these locations, especially those providing high-powered 

charging, offer just that. 

“For retail sites, including supermarkets, we also know that EV provision has a significant 

positive impact on traffic and dwell-times, so meeting the needs of the EV drivers of today 

and tomorrow makes strong commercial sense. The rollout of the Sainsbury’s Smart Charge 

network is a significant shift in approach, and it will be interesting to see whether other 

supermarkets follow suit and how the picture evolves as demand grows and customer 

preferences settle.” 

A spokesperson for the Department for Transport said: “We’re bringing down the cost of 

going electric and giving people the confidence that they can charge up easily—whether 

they’re at home, at work, or out and about. With 100,000 new charge points on the way, 

backed by government funding, we’re making sure no one’s left searching for a plug. 

 “It’s brilliant to see supermarkets stepping up too so drivers can top up while they shop. It’s 

all about making EVs part of everyday life and showing just how easy the switch can be.” 

 



 

> Interactive version of the above chart: https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/V17Hs/1/  
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> Interactive version of the above chart: https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/eZjCz/2/ 

 

ENDS 

Notes to Editors 

The power ratings that are tracked are defined as Slow/Fast (<50kW), and Rapid/Ultra-rapid (50kW+). 

*Data taken from the Zapmap database of public charging points analysed from 1 January 2023 – 30 
June 2025 

**Department for Transport: Monthly total number of electric vehicle public charging devices available 
in the UK, 1 August 2025 

***As above 

****Data taken from supermarket websites including those without parking facilities:  

●​ Aldi (1,050)   
●​ Asda (1,106)   
●​ Co-op (2,501)  
●​ Iceland (900+)  
●​ Lidl (980)  

https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/eZjCz/2/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/developing-faster-indicators-of-transport-activity
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/developing-faster-indicators-of-transport-activity
https://www.aldirecruitment.co.uk/about-us#:~:text=We're%20the%20UK's%20fourth,and%20create%20great%20working%20environments.
https://storelocator.asda.com/directory
https://www.coop.co.uk/membership/member-faqs?_gl=1*w7khno*_ga*MTM2NTUxODg2OS4xNzU2ODIxMDg0*_ga_H57SCNJXEN*czE3NTY5MDA0NDkkbzIkZzEkdDE3NTY5MDA0NjIkajQ3JGwwJGgw*_gcl_au*MjAxMzM1NTE4Mi4xNzU2ODIxMTI2*_ga_DM72RBJ4E7*czE3NTY5MDA0NDkkbzIkZzEkdDE3NTY5MDA0NjIkajQ3JGwwJGg4Njg2MzM2ODc.
https://about.iceland.co.uk/our-story/
https://corporate.lidl.co.uk/


●​ M&S (557)  
●​ Morrisons (497)  
●​ Sainsbury’s (600)   
●​ Tesco (5,040)   
●​ Waitrose (300)   
 

*****56% of drivers said they wouldn’t buy an EV due to a perceived lack of public charging points. 
The RAC’s Report on Motoring, section 4.2, A further electric car slowdown, page 42 

Press office contacts and interviewee availability 

ISDN/Skype/FaceTime or conventional phone interviews are available with RAC and Zapmap 
spokespeople. 

RAC press office: press.office@rac.co.uk 
 
​
About the RAC 

The RAC, an iconic UK brand, provides complete peace of mind to 15 million UK private and business 
drivers, whatever their motoring needs. As well as its premium nationwide breakdown assistance 
service – with an expert branded patrol workforce attending more than two million breakdowns every 
year – it offers a wide range of market-leading products across insurance, legal services, vehicle 
inspections and service, maintenance and repair. Included in this is the first-of-its-kind nationwide 
Mobile Mechanics service which brings the garage to homes and workplaces.  
 
At the forefront of new solutions for business fleets and consumers, the RAC’s breakdown service is 
electric-ready with mobile EV charging technology and be called on using myRAC – its all-in-one 
route planner, fuel finder and breakdown reporting app.  
 
Visit the RAC website or read our latest stories on RAC media centre. 
 
About Zapmap 
 
Zapmap was founded in 2014 with a mission to to accelerate the transition to low emission mobility by 
helping people switch to electric vehicles. The Zapmap app helps EV drivers find and pay for public 
charging with confidence and has over one million registered users. This is powered by Zapmap’s 
charge point data with unrivalled coverage, detailed information and 24/7 live availability data. 
 
An integral part of supporting the wider EV industry, Zapmap Insights is the leading source of EV 
charging data and insights, providing unrivalled data and expert analysis into the shape and usage of 
EV charging infrastructure, as well as the attitudes and behaviours of EV drivers.  
 
For more information, please visit www.zapmap.com. 
 

https://corporate.marksandspencer.com/about-us/our-properties#:~:text=Our%20store%20rotation%20programme%20is,from%20328%20to%20420%20stores.
https://www.morrisons-corporate.com/about-us/company-history/
https://www.about.sainsburys.co.uk/about-us
https://www.tescoplc.com/investors/reports-results-and-presentations/financial-performance/five-year-record
https://www.johnlewispartnership.co.uk/about/who-we-are.html
https://www.rac.co.uk/report-on-motoring
mailto:press.office@rac.co.uk
https://www.rac.co.uk
https://media.rac.co.uk
http://www.zap-map.com/

